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<Abstract>

Book Review-From St. Jerome to Hypertext: Translation in Theory

and Practice

Prof. Keun-Jo Ahn
(Hoseo University)

As we read the title, From St. Jerome to Hypertext, this book attempts to
discuss every translation theory and practice in human history. In each chapter
of the book the author raises almost all the translation issues with which other
translation theorists have struggled thus far. Through a comprehensive
exploration of the various theoretical tasks, this book aims to build a science of
translation. The author employs interdisciplinary studies as the methodology of
his study.

Chapter 1 introduces a historical development of the translation studies from
the “sense to sense” principle of St. Jerome’s translation to the recent
translator-oriented translation of Aubert. Chapter 2 deals with the relationship
between author and translator. There was a Lord-servant relationship between
the two in the past. Nowadays, however, the active and original role of
translators has emerged. Chapter 3 furthermore emphasizes the translator’s
creativity in dealing with ambiguities in the original text. Chapters 4 and 5
respectively reflect the issues of syntax and semantics. The author tries to extend
his discussion out of the linguistic studies into semiotic level in these chapters.
Also, cultural and historical considerations are taken into account. Chapter 6 has
more developed semantic studies in relation to the problems of understanding.
Hermeneutic theories seek for encounter points with translation studies. The
traditional concept of “equivalence” is being reconsidered as well. Finally,
chapter 7 shows the author’s efforts to conceptualize the process of theory in
order to build a science of theory. Per Qvale concludes that translation itself
operates between two worlds that are represented by two different languages to

bridge a mysterious conjunction.





